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C??ICS  OF  HO^K'ATION  MSM0HA1©UM  ITO. 

Transmission  of  OWI  Refflilation  Up.  5  on  Ifeil- 
in^;  Lists  for  Pu"bli cations ,  etc. 


Attached  is  a  co-cy  of  OWI  Regulation  Ho,  5«  requires, 
asnong  other  things,  circularization  of  mailing  lists  for 
all  neriodi cals ,  reports,  and  -publications  issued  serially 
and  revision  of  nailing?:  lists  at  the  end  of  ^0  days.  Sec- 
tion 9        this  Regulation  provides  for  appeal  to  and  review 
hy  the  Inter-Agency  PuTjli cations  ComTiittee.     If  there  are 
questions  concerning  these  regulations,   call  me. 

OWL  Regulation  ITo.  U  has  not  "been  issued  yet. 


Keith  Himehaugh 

Assistant  Dirpctor  of  Inform^'tion 


Enclosure 


OFFICE  OF  V;AH  INFORMATION 
Office  of  the  Director 


November  6,  1942 


To  the  Heads  of  all  Departments  and  Agencies: 


The  second  in  a  scries  of  regulations  designed  to 


curtail  non-essential  informational  f..ctivities  is  attached. 
In  0(VI  Regulation  rJumher  Three,  I  set  up  the  Intcr-ivgency 
l^ublications  Committee,  directed  them  to  report  further 
curtailments  and  modifications  to  me  by  riovember  1,  and  to 
continue  study  until  ;ill  non-osscntial  informational 
programs  had  been  eliminated.    Rccommicndations  by  this 
Comm.ittee  have  been  received  and  form  the  basis  cf  this 
regulation. 


I  call  your  attention  tc  ejection  J-Hne  of  the  Regulation, 


which  provides  for  app'-;al  to  and  review  by  the  Inter -Agency 
Comj^ittee . 


Sincerely  yours. 


Elmer  Davis 
Director 


OP'FICE  OF  WAH  INFORFu\TION 
Office  of  the  Director 

November  6,  1942 

OVv'I  Regulation  Number  Five 

To  the  Heads  of  all  LxTCutive  Departments  and  Agencies 

The  Inter-Aroncy  Publications  Comiaittee,  created  by  OVu'I  Regulation 
Number  Ihroc,  and  required  to  subndt  recommtjndations  to  ne  by  November  1, 
1942,  has  presented  its  first  report.     On  the  basis  of  tliis,  made  in  the 
intorv-;st  of  clGarinc";  channels  for  <.ssontial  v/ar  information,  and  under 
the  authority  given  the  Director  of  V.'ar  Inforriation  in  IJxucutive  Order  0182, 
creatin<];  the  Office  of  ^i/'ar  Information,  the  following  regulation  is  issued: 

1.  No  government  department  or  agency  shall  mail  news  material  from 
Washington  (or  the  agency's  national  headquarters)  to  the  press,  except  as 
provided  in  Si.ction  3  of  OV/I  Regulation  Number  Thrue.     Nows  material  shall 
be  mailed  from  .Washington  only  to  certrin  specialized  interest  groups, 
such  as  the  trade  press,  which  have  in  v.-riting  requested  this  particular 
service.    News  material  shall  bo  issued  b\  press  release-  in  Washington 
only  to  nev/s  services,  Jashington  correspcn'.ients,  /Vas}dngton  newspapers, 
and  to  the  field  offices  of  the  respective  rederal  department  or  agency, 

2.  Field  offict  s  of  Federal  departments  and  agencies  siiall  release 
for  any  news  medium  only  that  n.v.'s  or  information  wiiich  is  adapted  to  the 
regional  or  local  interests.    All  information  originating  in  the  field  and 
bearing  on  the  war,  v/ith  the  exception  of  the  military  only,  shall  be  cleared 
by  the  nearest  OV<'I  fi'.ld  office. 
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3.  Issuance  of  full  texts  of  speeches  to  the  press  shall  be  discontinued, 
.  xc  pt  addresses  delivered  by  heads  of  departments  and  independent  a.'-oncies 

and  the  ir-.ajor  policy  address. s  of  tneir  chir.f  subordinates,    iuiy  other  speechos 
.ludgcd  worthy  of  release  by  the  information  officer  of  the  department  or  agency 
shall  be  issued  only  in  summary  form.    "viThore  full  texts  of  speeches  are 
permitted  under  t^iis  regulation,  distribution  shall  be  limited  to  .j-.shington 
correspondents,  radio  coiicMentator s  and  the  press  in  the  city  where  the  address 
is  being  delivered.     Distribution  of  full  texts  is  also  pernittod  to  editorial 
and  special  v.rit-  rs  or  commentators  in  other  citi'-^s  v/no  requesi:  in  v/riting 
such  texts  for  background  or  libra;'y  value. 

4.  Distribution  to  the  press  of  full  texts  of  statistical  or  technical 
reports,  periodicals,  or  putdications  is  aiscentinued.     mf.re  the  information 
contained  in  these  publications  is  of  sufficient  interest,  information  officers 
of  th:  Issuing  department  or  agency  shall  prepare  brief  sumumaries  for  the 

us^  cf  the  press.     Copies  of  tlie  full  text  of  the  individual  documents  shall 
bo  available  to  the  pr^ss  on  specific  reqiaest. 

5.  Mailing  of  news  material  oC  any  description  by  any  government 
department  or  agency  in  >7asnington  or  its  national  headquarters  to  weekly 
comTiunity  newspapers  shall  be  discontinued.     The  Jews  Bureau  of  the  Office  of 
.?ar  In'^crmation  maintains  a  regular  summary  servic!?  for  the  weekly  press, 
which  is  open  to  all  agencies  for  transmitting  information  ■'■  -  v/cekly 
papers. 

6.  The  mailing  lists  for  fr'.e  or  partially  fr^e    ov rnm.cnt  periodicals, 
report  -        3,   :  -  publications  iosued  and  dist'-'Vut-'  -  rially  at  regular  or 
irregular  intervals  shall  bo  circularized  within  th.  n-^x^  thirty  days.  This 
circularization  shall  include  govcrnncnt  personnel,  "collaborators,"  exchange 
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publication  orficos,  and  libraries,  as  v/ull  as  all  other  nanus  on  such 

mailing  lists.     Tho  circular  shall  boar  the  follov;inr  words,  and  no  return 

post  card  shall  bo  included  v/ith  this  notification: 

The  Office  of  v/ar  Information  hns  ordered  all  government  depart- 
ments and  agtincies  to  reduce  thj  distribution  of  government 
periodicals,  reports,  and  publications  to  the  absolute  minimum 
compatible!  vrith  the  prose-cution  of  the  v/ar .    V/e  find  it  necessary, 
therefore,  to  ask  each  person  receiving  free  publications  whether 
it  is  essential  that  his  name  continue  on  the  mailing  list.  If 

you  desire  to  continue  receiving  (names  of  publications  ), 

and  believe  you  have  a  right  to  receive  it  on  a  frc.e  basis,  please 
va-ite  to  us  within  thirty  days,  explaining  w?iy  you  need  it.  If 
we  do  not  hear  from  you,  your  name  will  bo  token  off  the  mailing 
list. 

Information  offiC'  rs  sh"ll  pass  upon  the  urgency  of  fr>..c  distribution  based 
upon  the  returns  from  this  circuliirization.     If,   in  the  Judgment  of  the 
informL'ticn  officer,  free  distribution  is  not  warranted,  the  person  m.aking 
the  request  sh.^ll  b..  notified  if  the  publication  is  available  on  a  sub- 
scription basis  at  the  Superintendent  of  Docum.cnts . 

7.  ouction  5  of  OV/I  Regulation  Number  Three  sh;ill  not  apply  to 
libraries  designated  by  l':-vi  r,s  depositories  of  official  publications,  or 
to  bona  fide  libraries  v;hich  h^.ve  been  receiving  this  service.  "iThenevor 
possible,  govornracnt  departments   xnd  are:ncios  should  send  copies  of  all 
printed  and  processed  government  publications  to  libraries.     The  Office  of 
Viar  Information  v;ill  advis..  on  r  :qu..st  -'.11  Fjd:.ral  departments  and  agencies 
concerning  distribution  to  libr-aries. 

8.  V/ithin  sixty  days  of  tiie  issuance  of  this  regulation,  information 
officers  of  the  Federal  departments  and  agencies  shtill  report  to  the  Director 
cf  war  information,  action  takf-n  under  ^'.V!"  Regulations,  Num.bers  Three  and  Five, 
including  the  number  of  namus  deleted  from  mailing  lists.    Forms  for  this 
report  vdll  be  supplied  by  ths  Office  cf  iYar  Information. 
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9,     It  is  rv.-cognized  thut  uni'orLSi-en  problems  nay  arise  as  the  result 
of  this  regulation,    Excf-ptionr.  to  its  provisions  iray  be  nsdc  by  the 
Intr.r-Agt,ncy  i  ublications  Committee  on  the  basis  oT  spocifio  requests  in 
vrritinf;  from  •uiy  i^partnent  or  agt-ncy.    Such  r  qu„stG  should  bt;  sent  to 
John        ricminr,   -^^lairman,   Intcr-Agcncy  iublications  Committee,  Ilcom  3452, 
Social  S'jcurity  building. 


liilmor  Davis 
Director 


